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April 3, 2009   
 
I wanted to send this special message to you today because we have some new information to share on 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). 
 
The U.S. Department of Education has provided additional guidance and fact sheets for implementation 
that you and your staffs will want to review. We have posted to our website 
http://www.isbe.net/arra/default.htm new links to information pertaining to: 
 

• Title I, Part A (earlier fact sheet and new guidance)  
• Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B (Flow-through and Preschool) (new fact sheet 

and new guidance)  
• State Fiscal Stabilization Funds (new application to be completed by the State and submitted 

shortly)  
 
Specific local education agency (LEA) allocations for Title I, Part A, IDEA, Part B Flow Through and 
IDEA Part B Preschool will be determined in April and made available for application and obligation by 
LEAs as early as practical.  
 
In addition, we are sending you additional information about ARRA.  It includes an overview, brief 
information on the State Fiscal Stabilization Funds, timelines, background information on IDEA and 
Title I, Part A, and two letters of intent for FY09 to show if there is local intent to apply for IDEA and/or 
for Title I, Part A. 
 
 
Overview of ARRA Funds and Use 
 
The federal stim ulus package could provide up to $3 billion in education f unding for Illinois.  The 
intended purpose of all of the ARRA funds is  to sa ve and create jobs, as well as im prove education 
through four key education reform areas: 

 
• Making progress toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high quality 

assessments that are valid and reliable  for all students, including English Language learners and 
students with disabilities;  

• Establishing Pre-K to  college and career data systems that track progress and foster continuous 
improvement;  

• Making improvements in teacher effectiveness and in th e equitable distribution of qualified 
teachers for all students, particularly students who are most in need; and  

• Providing intensive support and effective interventions for the lowest-performing schools.  

http://www.isbe.net/arra/default.htm
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Funds for Title I and ID EA will be available to states  from early April.  The application for SFSF funds 
was available as of April 1, 2009.  Half of the funds are to be  released to states in the spring, with the 
other half to be released in October.  Some of the specific funds do not f low until July, such as T itle II, 
Part D for education technology or Title I funds for school improvement. 
 
Known funding levels from  ARRA are as follows fo r Illinois.  More infor mation for FY2010 will be 
forthcoming, e.g., for Title II, Part D funds for education technology. 
 

Source ARRA Funds  
Title I G rants to Local Education al 
Agencies 

$420,148, 642

IDEA Part B Grants to States  $506,479,753
IDEA Part B Preschool Grants $18,311,491
McKinney-Vento Homeless Grants $2,581,569
Title II, Part D –Educational Technology (in 
July) 

$26,515,878

NSLP School Lunch Equipment (in June) $3,657,300
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (education 
and general) for elem entary, secondary, and 
public institutions of higher education 

$2,055,171,987

 
These funds must be spent expeditiously but se nsibly.  Planning for their use in 2008-09, 2009-10, and 
2010-11 is critical.  We anticipate that the majority of the fu nds will be budgeted and used in 20 09-10, 
with a sm all portion to be obligat ed in 2010-11.  A single allocation will be available for the form ula 
funds (such as IDEA Preschool and Title I, Part A) and must be expended by September 30, 2011. 
 
LEAs should carefully read the ad ditional inform ation on waiver requ ests, fis cal and accoun tability 
requirements, and the uses of AR RA funds which can be found at 
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/index.html. 

http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/index.html
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State Fiscal Stabilization Funds 
These funds are being allocated under  the guidance of the Office of the Governor.  The majority of this 
funding will be allocated under the State’s prim ary education funding formula.  Specific details will be 
forthcoming on the distribution of these funds. 
 
 
ARRA Title I, Part A and IDEA Part B Funding Timelines 
These ARRA funds may be used over a total of three fiscal years. 

• Specific ARRA allocations will be available for application by LEAs as early as May 1, 2009. 
• It is important to note th at if an LEA chooses  to wait until FY2010 to apply for ARRA Title I, 

Part A or IDEA funds, all of its funds remain available for FY2010. 
• Final obligation of ARRA funds must occur by September 30, 2011. 

Additional and separate ARRA reporting requirem ents are m andated by the U . S. Departm ent of 
Education for ARRA funds.  Specific details on reporting will be forthcoming. 
 
 
ARRA IDEA Part B Flow Through and Preschool 
These ARRA funds will provide an opportunity for LEAs to implement innovative strategies to improve 
educational outcomes for stude nts with disabilities.  None of these funds from ARRA allocated to the 
states will be set aside for State administrative use or discretionary grants. 
 
As these are one-time funds, ARRA funds should be directed towa rd short-term investments rather than 
for expenditures that the LEAs  may not be able to  sustain once the ARRA funds ar e expended.  Some 
possible uses of these funds include: 
• Obtain state-of-the-art assistiv e technology devices and provide training in their use to enhance 

access to the general curriculum for students with disabilities. 
• Provide intensive district-wide professional development for special education and general education 

teachers that focus on scaling up, through replication, proven and innovative evidence-based school-
wide strategies. 

• Develop or expand the capacity to collect and use data to improve teaching and learning. 
• Develop or expand the capacity of  public and private preschool prog rams to serve preschoolers with 

disabilities. 
• Hire transition coordinators to work with employers in the community to develop job placements for 

youths with disabilities. 
 
Please note that we have received  from  a number of organizations information on suggested uses of  
ARRA funds.  We are currently reviewing that infor mation and, wh ere and when appropriate,  will b e 
updating our guidance to reflect that. 
  
LEAs may use ARRA IDEA funds over three fiscal years as outlined below: 
 

1) The LEA m ay choose to separately apply for a portion of their total ARRA IDEA funds in 
FY2009 in addition to the regular IDEA funds for FY2009 (school year 2008-09).  All FY2009 
ARRA activities must be completed between May 1, 2009 and June 30, 2009 after the LEA has 
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received approval from ISBE for the FY2009 AR RA IDEA funds application. LEAs will subm it 
a streamlined PAPER application to access funds for this  two m onth period of ti me. The LE A 
may apply for another portion of their ARRA  IDEA funds in FY2010 and/or FY2011 through  
the electronic Grants Management System. 

 
2) The LEA may choose not to apply for ARRA I DEA funds in FY2009, and instead to separately 

apply for a portion or all of thei r total ARRA I DEA funds in FY2010 in addition to the regular 
IDEA funds available for FY2010 (school y ear 2009-10) through the electronic Grants 
Management System. 

 
All FY2010 activities m ust be com pleted between the project begin date (July 1, 2009 or date 
received at ISBE, whichever is  later) and the project end da te of June 30, 2010 or August 31, 
2010. Together, these grant awards will constitute the total FY2010 IDEA funds.  The LEA may 
apply for another portion of their ARRA IDEA funds in FY2011. 

 
3) The LEA may choose to apply for any rem aining ARRA IDEA funds in FY2011. The rem aining 

ARRA IDEA funds  are in addition to the regular IDEA funds for FY2011 (school year 2010-
2011). All FY2011 activities m ust be completed between the project begi n date (July 1, 2010 or 
date received at ISBE, whichever is later) a nd the project end date of  June 30, 2011 or August 
31, 2011. 

 
Preliminary LEA estimates of ARRA IDEA funds will be provided separately and should be considered 
as estimates only.  In order to efficiently award and disburse the ARRA IDEA funds, the Illinois Stat e 
Board of Education needs to know your plans for these funds. 
 
Please indicate your intentions by se lecting the choices in the following ARRA IDEA Letter of Intent 
and return it to the Division of Fundi ng and Disbursements Services by April 13, 2009.  Please note 
that if a district is part of a special education joint agreement, the joint agreement will be responsible for 
notifying ISBE of their intent to apply for the ARRA IDEA funds. 
 
IMPORTANT:  If you do not return the ARRA IDEA Letter of Intent by April 13, 2009, it will be 
assumed that you will not apply for ARRA funds until FY2010.  Again, there is no penalty to your 
district for not applying for FY2009 ARRA IDEA funds. 

http://www.isbe.net/arra/arra_idea_ltr_of_intent.pdf
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ARRA Title I, Part A 
LEAs must use their ARRA Title I , Part A f unds consistent with statutory and regulatory requirements, 
including the requirements to provide equitable servi ces to eligible private sc hool students. Uses should 
be aligned with the core goals of the ARRA t o save and create jobs and to advance reform s consistent 
with the requirement of Title I, Part A. 
 
As these are one-time funds, ARRA Title I, Part A funds s hould b e directed toward short-term  
investments rather than for expendi tures that the LEAs m ay not be ab le to sustain once the recovery 
funds are expended.  Some possible uses of the ARRA Title I, Part A funds include: 

• Establishing a system  for identif ying and trai ning h ighly effective teachers to serve as 
instructional leaders in Title I scho olwide programs and modifying the school sch edule to allow 
for collaboration among the instructional staff; 

 
• Establishing intens ive, year-long teacher train ing for all teachers and th e principal in a Title I 

elementary school in corrective acti on or restructuring status in or der to train teachers to use a 
new reading curriculum that aggressively work s on improving students' oral language skills and 
vocabulary or, in  som e other way,  builds  teac hers' capacity to add ress academ ic achievem ent 
problems; 

 
• Strengthen and expand earl y childhood education by providing re sources to align a  district-wide 

Title I pre -K program with sta te early learning standards and state co ntent standards for grades 
K–3 and, if there is a p lan for sustainability beyond 2010–11, expanding high-quality Title I pre-
K programs to larger numbers of young children; 

 
• Providing new opportunities for Title I schoolwide  programs for secondary school students to 

use high-quality, online coursewa re as supplemental learning materials for meeting mathematics 
and science requirements;  

 
 

• Providing professional development to teachers in Title I targeted assistance programs on the use 
of data to inform and improve instruction for Title I-eligible students; 

 
• Using reading or mathematics coaches to provide professional development to teachers in Title I 

targeted assistance programs; and 
 

• Establishing or expanding fiscally sustainable extended learning oppor tunities for Title I-eligible 
students in targeted assistan ce program s, including activities provided before school, after 
school, during the summer, or over an extended school year. 

 
Again, please note that we have received from a number of organizations information on suggested uses 
of ARRA funds.  We are currently reviewing that information and, where and when appropriate, will be 
updating our guidance to reflect that. 
 
LEAs may use ARRA Title I, Part A funds over three fiscal years as outlined below: 
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1) The LEA may choose to  separately apply for a portion of their total ARRA Title I, Part A funds 
in FY2009 in addition to the regular Title I, Part A funds for FY2009 (school year 2 008-2009). 
All FY2009 ARRA activities must be completed between May 1, 2009 and June 30, 2009 after 
the LEA has received  approval from  ISBE for the FY2009 ARRA Title I, Part A funds 
application. LEAs will submit a stream lined PAPER application to access funds for this two 
month period of  time. The LEA m ay apply f or another portion of  their  ARRA Title  I, Part A 
funds in FY2010 and/or FY2011 through the electr onic Grants Managem ent System. The LEA 
may apply for another portion of their ARRA Title I, Part A funds in FY2010 and/or FY2011. 

 
2) The LEA may choose n ot to apply for ARRA Title  I, Part A funds in  FY2009, and instead to 

separately apply for a portion or all of their total ARRA T itle I, Part A funds in FY2010 in 
addition to the regular Title I, Part A funds available for FY2010 (school year 2009-10) through 
the electronic Grants Management System. 

 
All FY2010 activities m ust be com pleted between the project begin date (July 1, 2009 or date 
received at ISBE, whichever is  later) and the project end da te of June 30, 2010 or August 31, 
2010. 

 
It is important to note that the 15% m aximum carryover limit applies to the total of the ARRA 
and regular FY2010 Title I, Part A allocations.  An LEA must oblig ate at leas t 85% of its total 
FY2010 Title I, Part A f unds (including A RRA funds) by Septem ber 30, 2010.  The LEA m ay 
apply for another portion of their ARRA Title I, Part A funds in FY2011. 

 
For example, if the LEA’s ARRA Title I, Part A allocation is $135,000 and the FY10 Title I Part 
A allocation is $146,000, the total allocation is $281,000.  The LEA m ust expend or obligate at 
least $238,850 (85%) by Septem ber 30, 2010.  The carryover unobligated am ount, $42,150 
(15%) or less, may be applied for in FY2011. 

 
3) The LEA may choose to apply for a ny remaining ARRA Title I, Part A funds in FY2011.  If in 

FY2011 the LEA has chosen to carryover ARRA Title  I, P art A funds up to a m aximum of 15 
percent of their total funds, these funds will be available for application and obligation until 
September 30, 2011. The rem aining ARRA Ti tle I, Part A funds are in addition to the regular 
Title I, Part A funds for FY2011 (school year 2010-2011). 

 
All FY2011 activities m ust be com pleted between the project begin date (July 1, 2010 or date 
received at ISBE, whichever is  later) and the project end da te of June 30, 2011 or August 31, 
2011.  Together, the FY2011 regular Title I, Part A funds and a maximum 15% of ARRA Title I, 
Part A funds will constitute the total FY2011 Title I, Part A funds. 

 
Preliminary estim ates of  ARRA Title  I, Par t A a llocations to ea ch state and L EA are ava ilable a t 
http://www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/news.html#ARRA.  These LEA a mounts are estimates 
only.  The Illinois  State Board of Edu cation must allocate the ARRA Title I, Part A funds according to  
the current statutory eligibility criteria established for Targeted and Education Finance Incentive Grant 
formulas of Title I, Part A after reserving funding for school improvement activities. 
 

http://www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/news.html#ARRA
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In order to efficiently award and disburse the ARRA Title I, Part A funding, the Illinois State Board of 
Education needs to know your plans for these funds. 
 
Please indicate your intentions by selecting one of the three choices in the following ARRA Title I, 
Part A Letter of Intent and return it to the Division of Funding and Disbursements Services (E-320) by 
April 13, 2009. 
 
 

http://www.isbe.net/arra/arra_titleI_ltr_of_intent.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/arra/arra_titleI_ltr_of_intent.pdf

