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Priorities for Serving School Districts 
 
 
Who Can Be Served? 
 
Teachers and administrators in grades Kindergarten through third grade and special 
education teachers in grades Kindergarten through twelfth grade may be served. 
 
Services will be delivered in the following order of priority: 
 
PRIORITY ONE: 

• Districts that are eligible for Reading First funding and receiving Reading First 
funding 

 
PRIORITY TWO: 

• Districts that are eligible for Reading First funding but not receiving Reading First 
funding 

 
PRIORITY THREE: 

• All other public and non-public districts in the state of Illinois 
 
 
Eligible ROE Professional Development Services: 
 

• Reading First Academies  (*most recent listing of approved trainers attached – 
updated 2007) 

• Assessments (K-3 Reading), such as DIBELS 
• K-3 Literacy Instruction 
• K-3 Literacy Interventions 
• K-3 Literacy Coaching 
• K-3 Use of Data-based Decision Making in Early Literacy 
• Reasonable Consultant Fees 

 



Guidance for Professional Development Planning, Activities and 
Providers 

 
 
Professional Development planning should consider how intensive and focused 
professional development will be carried out and include the following: 

• The essential components of reading instruction and SBRR; 
• Information about how the PD integrates the reading program, supplemental and 

intervention materials, and instructional strategies; 
• Time for teachers to study, practice, implement, and evaluate their developing 

expertise in learning new skills; 
• How time in and out of the classroom for training will be scheduled; 
• How all teachers and other related professionals will be able to successfully 

deliver literacy assessment instruments and analyze the results to determine 
which children are at risk of reading difficulty; and 

• Targeted PD for teachers who need additional assistance with skills and 
strategies related to improving reading instruction. 

 
 
Professional Development Activities must: 

• Be offered to all teachers who work with K-3 students on reading and to all K-12 
special education teachers;  

• Be grounded in SBRR and must make all personnel involved in the Reading First 
program knowledgeable of and competent in applying the principals of SBRR; 

• Teach all the essential components of reading instruction and how they are 
related to the stages of reading development; 

• Teach how to administer and interpret screening, diagnostic, and classroom-
based assessments; 

• Teach how to select materials to supplement the school’s reading program(s); 
• Lead to an understanding of why some children fail to read well and how to 

identify and help those children; and 
• Teach how to administer and interpret assessments of student progress. 

 
 
Professional Development Providers must be highly knowledgeable and experienced 
and must demonstrate this expertise in the following: 

• Information, instructional materials, programs, strategies, and approaches based 
on SBRR, including early intervention, classroom reading materials, and remedial 
programs and approaches; and 

• Instruction in the use of screening, diagnostic, and classroom-based instructional 
reading assessments and other procedures that effectively identify students who 
may be at risk for reading failure or who are having difficulty reading. 



Program Reporting Requirements 
 
 
Professional development plan reports must be submitted during the grant period 
according to the following schedule: 
 
Report 1  due June 30, 2010 
 
Report 2 due September 15, 2010 
 
 
Report contents include the following: 

• Professional development agendas,  

• Number of activity participants at each grade level for Reading First and non- 
Reading First schools,  

• ISBE-developed sign-in sheets, and  

• Summary reports detailing all events. 
 



Allowable Expenses 
 
 
For ROEs/ISCs receiving funding to serve Non-Reading First districts – 
 
When completing the budget proposal, keep in mind that the allowable cost requests 
may include the following: 
 

• Improvement of Instruction (Function 2210) Purchased Services (Object 300) 
funds to subcontract with qualified consultants to deliver Reading First 
Academies, instructional strategies training, reading assessment training, and 
literacy coaching training to eligible K-3 teachers and K-12 special education 
teachers, as well as their administrators;   

• Reasonable consultant fees to deliver professional development; 
• A list of qualified, approved consultants to present Reading First Reading 

Academies (last updated 2007) will be available on ISBE’s website along with 
contact information; 

• Supplies and materials to provide Reading First Academies, instructional 
strategies training, reading assessment training, and literacy coaching training to 
eligible K-3 teachers and K-12 special education teachers, as well as their 
administrators;  

• Capital outlay items should not be requested without prior approval from ISBE; 
• General administration costs requested in an amount of up to 5% of the total 

budget; and 
• Funds to pay teacher stipends or substitute teacher costs for eligible K-3 

teachers and K-12 special education teachers, as well as their administrators to 
participate in Reading First Academies, instructional strategies training, reading 
assessment training, and literacy coaching training.   

 



Reading First Academy Approved Trainers 
 
 

Name Address City Zip Phone Email 
A. Karleen Yohnka Boc 406 Ashkum 60911 815-937-2950 kyohnka@i-kan.org 
Barbara Kurth 928 Barnsdale Rd LaGrange Park 60526 708-482-4350 bkurth2211@yahoo.com 
Barbara Preston 10112 W. Dubois Rd Edwards 61528 309-673-1040 bpreston@roe48.k12.il.us 
Bernadette Wachel 253 W. Joe Orr Chicago Heights 60411 708-754-6600 bwachel@sbcglobal.net 
Beverly S. Thompson 189 East Court St Kankakee 60901 815-936-4637 bthompson@i-kan.org 
Bobette Dodson 80 South River Street Aurora 60506 630-301-5063 bdodson@sd129.org 
Brenda Howell 125 S. Clark Street Chicago 60603 773-553-3739 bhowell@cps.k12.il.us 
Brenda Kall 8107 47th Street Milan 61264 309-792-1232 kall@juno.com 
Carmel Perkins 125 S. Clark Street Chicago 60603 773-553-3758 cmperkins@cps.k12.il.us 
Celeste Locke 928 Barnsdale Rd LaGrange Park 60526 708-482-4350 cllocke@cps.k12.il.us 
Constance K. Bothen 6333 Tremont  60527 630-887-1657 ckbothen@aol.com 
Cynthia Jackson 125 S. Clark Street Chicago 60603 773-553-4042 cljackson1@cps.k12.il.us 
Cynthia Slater-Green 125 S. Clark Street Chicago 60603 773-553-3756 ceslater@cps.k12.il.us 
Debra Coet-Hanna 2201 Toronto Road Springfield 62712 217-585-8090 dcoethanna@roe51sdc.org 
Dottie Priddy 25223 S. Fryer Channahon 60410 815-467-5712 dotpriddy@aol.com 
Gail Prindle 17203 Parkside Ave Tinley Park 60477 708-560-0092 gprindle@sbcglobal.net 
Kassandra Scott-Ward 125 S. Clark Street Chicago 60603 773-553-3759 kscott-ward@cps.k12.il.us 
Kathleen Doyle 253 W. Joe Orr Chicago Heights 60411 708-754-6600 kdoyle@s-cook.org 
Kay A. Ashley 125 S. Clark Street Chicago 60603 773-553-3889 kashley@cps.k12.il.us 
Lani Rae Meleski 100 W. Rockwood Bluffs 62621 217-653-1729 lmeleski@roe46.k12.il.us 
Lisa Hopson 928 Barnsdale Rd LaGrange Park 60526 708-482-4320 misslisahopson@aol.com 
Marcia Zmuda 16427 Claire Lane South Holland 60473 708-331-1433 marzmuda@aol.com 
Maureen Richel 100 Randolph Chicago 60601 312-814-3598 mrichel@isbe.net 
Nora E. Abboreno 311 Washington Maywood 60155 708-450-2002 nabboreno@maywood89.org 
Rosalind Battersby 10519 E. 3000 Kewanee 61443 309-936-7890 rbattersby@bhsroe48.k12.il.us 
Susan Schultz 928 Barnsdale Rd LaGrange Park 60526 708-482-4350 sms528@yahoo.com 
Suzanne Colombo 2201 Toronto Road Springfield 62712 217-585-8090 scolombo@roe51sdc.org 
Terry Rusin 100 Randolph Chicago 60601 312-814-3061 trusin@isbe.net 
Amy K. Cooley 5344 West Warwick Chicago 60641 773-545-0151 askrell@cps.k12.il.us 
Ardella Perry-Osler 189 East Court Street, Suite 600 Kankakee 60901 815-937-2994 aperry@i-kan.org 
Sherry Abdelhadi 10601 Wood Duck Lane Orland Park 60467 708-349-6488 sherryabdelhadi@sbcglobal.net 
Diane Dwyer 4843 North Winthrop Chicago 60640 773-294-4002 dddwyer@cps.k12.il.us 
Yvonne Barker 3419 South Bell Chicago 60608 773-535-4550 ymbarker@cps.k12.il.us 
Michele E. Smith 7420 North Honeysuckle Court Brimfield 61517 630-391-4105 wer5smiths@yahoo.com 
Carla E. Meister 124 North Rosedale Avenue Aurora 60506 630-897-2044 cmeister@sd129.org 
La'Tonya Fairley 2344 West 111th Street 1B Chicago 60643  lcfairley@cps.k12.il.us 
Donna Uebler 1113 West Sycamore Street Chillicothe 61523 309-274-3758 duebler@bradley.edu 
Jacqueline Owens 4105 South 8500 East Road Saint Anne 60964 815-422-0004 owens4105@sbcglobal.net 
Kathleen Puchkors 11437 West 93rd Avenue Saint John, IN 46373 219-365-9754 klpuchkors@comcast.net 
Kara Boggiano 1848 West Waveland #3 Chicago 60613 773-296-0783 kboggiano@cps.k12.il.us 
Ashanti Howard 31 Cunningham Lane Park Forest 60466 708-481-4685 almckenzie@cps.k12.il.us 
Debbie Thomas 197 Golf Road Springfield 62704 217-787-0230 dthomas@springfield.k12.il.us 
Anne Midden 4100 West Jefferson Springfield 62707 217-787-1691 annemid@springfield.k12.il.us 
Carol Meyer 535 Hamilton Wood Homewood 60430 708-799-8908 teachread@aol.com 
Brenda Harris 5318 South Drexel Chicago 60430 773-947-8355 bharris2@cps.k12.il.us 
Tanisha Kwaaning 9043 South Ada Chicago 60620 773-779-3595 trguterz-kwaaning@cps.k12.il.us 
Karen Love 6549 West 64th Place #1E Chicago 60628 773-788-0689 krlove@cps.k12.il.us 
Audrey Ware 706 East 87th Place Chicago 60619 773-407-8641 asware@cps.k12.il.us 
Dr. Wanda D. Withers 11941 South Parnell Avenue Chicago 60628 773-535-5500 wdwithers@cps.k12.il.us 
Amanda Tucker 7709 Pin Oak Drive Plainfield 60586 760-409-1195 tuceral@vvsd.org 
Sandra M. Crowther 4705 Pembroke Road Matteson 60443 708-481-2524 smcrowther@cps.k12.il.us 
Melinda J. Beckwith 400 Clipper Road Springfield 62711 217-698-9631 mbeck@springfield.k12.il.us 
Deborah Rigg 125 Basswood Road Springfield 62712 217-553-3323 drigg@springfield.k12.il.us 
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BUDGET TIPS AND TRAPS 
 
 

ILLINOIS READING FIRST 
BUDGET INFORMATION FY10 

 
SAMPLE Good Budget Narrative Detail SAMPLE Bad Budget Narrative Detail 
Coach Salary, Mary Smith, 1.0 FTE, 
$35,000 

Salary $35,000 

Benefits $15,715 
- TRS 9.4%  $1,477 
- THIS .84%  $132 
- Medicare 1.45 %  $228 
- Health Insurance $5000   $5,000 
- Dental $2000  $2,000 
- Federal TRS 23.38%  $3,674 

Salary and Benefits: $35,000/ $15,715 

Instructional supplies for reading 
workstations for 15 classrooms 
(Overhead projector, white boards, 
markers, erasers, magnetic letters, 
transparencies, etc.) x $1500=$22,500 

Classroom supplies $22,500 

Classroom literacy environmental items 
for K-1 classrooms, 10 kidney shaped 
tables @ $425=$4250 

Tables $4250 

DIBELS Assessment Subscription for 525 
students @ $2.00= $1050 

DIBELS $1050 

K-3 supplemental intervention materials 
for phonemic awareness improvements. 
K=$5000, 1=$5000, 2=$5000, 3=$5000 
Total $20,000 

Supplemental materials= $20,000 

 1000 or 2210 Functions 
Bookkeeping, clerical and any other 
salary for personnel who do not directly 
instruct students (1000) or improve 
teacher instruction (2210) has to be 
(2300).  Clerical, administrative 
assistants, bookkeepers, program 
managers are part of the 2300 function 
and are capped at 5%. 

 Placing salaries and benefits on one line. 
They need to be separated and detailed 
on their own lines.(See Above) 

 Not checking 5% cap for General 
Administration or not checking math 
calculations in all columns 



SAMPLE Good Budget Narrative Detail SAMPLE Bad Budget Narrative Detail 
NO Food for Meetings or Professional 
Development 

 

General Administration is capped at 5% 
subs for 20 teachers for assessment 
tasks 20 subs x $90 days x 15 days = 
$27,000 

Sub @ $27,000 

2210-300 
Anita Archer (Give Name) for 2 day PD @ 
2 Schools 
2 days @ $3,000 day  = $6,000 
Travel, Hotel, per diem = $3,000 
 Total = $9,000 

Consultant for Mar 11 @ $9,000 

2210-400 
Professional Books for 20 Teachers @ 
$42 each =$840 
 
Classroom Chart Tablets, 20 @  
$25 each = $500 

Professional Books @ $840 
 
Paper @ $500 

3000-400 
Family Reading Nights & Take Home 
Books, 170 Students x $6 x 2 books year 
$340 x 6= $2040 

Books @ $2040 

2210-500 
Digital Cameral @ $550 for 10 class = 
$5,500 
 
Equipment over $500 each CAPITAL 
OUTLAY 

Cameras $5,500 

 



Expenditure Reporting 
 
 
Grantees are required to submit expenditure reports according to the following 
schedule: 
 
Report 1 due June 30, 2010 
 
Report 2 due September 30, 2010 
 
 
Reports must be filed in a format prescribed by the Illinois State Board of Education. 
 
All successful applicants will be subject to the provisions of Section 511 of P.L. 101-166 
(the “Stevens Amendment”) due to the use of federal funds for this program.  All 
announcements and other materials publicizing this program must include statements 
as to the amount and proportion of federal funding involved. 
 
 
 
Note:  All Reading First activities must conclude by August 31, 2010. These funds have 
been made available to Illinois as a one-time No-Cost Extension by the United States 
Department of Education. 


