DANCE COMPOSITION

Performance Standard Da25A26A26B.1 (dance)

Explain how processes and principles are applied to a group dance accordingly:

Knowledge: Understand and know how to apply the following dance terms and definitions: shapes and actions
the body can perform, elements, relationships that the body can make with other things or people, motif,
principles of dance, and processes applied when composing a dance.

Communication: Explain the step-by-step processes applied when creating the dance and how those processes
help the group compose the dance. Describe the motif, elements, actions, and relationships that were applied in
the group dance and tell how and why they occurred in the dance. Define and explain the principles of dance,
how and why they occurred in the dance, and their effect on the composition.

Procedures

1.

In order to understand the sensory elements, organizational principles and expressive qualities of the arts

(25A), understand processes, traditional tools and modern technologies used in the arts (26A), and apply

skills and knowledge necessary to create and perform in one or more of the arts (26B), students should

experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following:

e Discuss how elements, principles and expressive qualities are combined to produce aesthetic qualitiesin a
dance composition.

e Record processes of composition through journal keeping or other written forms.

e Explain processes used to create a dance composition.

Note: Have students complete the activities on the "Dance Composition" resource sheet and become familiar
with the terminology on the "Dance Composition™ study sheet. It will take about six class periods for the
students to become familiar with the principles, elements and processes required for choreographing a dance.

Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work.

This assignment is to be choreographed and performed without accompaniment (The speed, force, and flow of

the movement will create the rhythm of the dance.) and before avideo camera. Each group should have an

identifying number that will be displayed in front of the camera before each group starts their dance. The

students will perform in an area marked by cones that have been placed to accommodate the scope of the video

camera. The camera must focus on the whole body of al students who are performing.

Each group will perform their before the video camera. The videotaping of the danceswill help when

ng the written assignment.

After al dances have been videotaped, provide each student with a copy of the "Dance Composition” task sheet

and rubric. Studentswill create their written response during the following class period and without use of the

study shests.

Evaluate the student’ s written performance using the videotape and the rubric as follows and add the scoresto

determine the performance level:

e Knowledge: Correct understanding and application of the dance terms was demonstrated in the written
communication dimension of this assessment.

e  Communication: The description and explanation of process, motif, principles, actions and relationships
was well detailed and complete.

Examples of Student Work follow Resour ces

Time Reguirements

e Video cameraand tripod

e  Space for dancing when creating and performing
e Conesto mark the areafor dancing

e Copies of the “Dance Composition” resource
Two class periods: one to perform completed shest, study sheet, and task sheet

composition before the cameraand class and a e Dance Composition Rubric

second for the written assessment
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NAME

DATE

DANCE COMPOSITION RUBRIC

[ Exceeds= 11 - 12 points

[ Meets= 9- 10 points

[0 Approaches= 6 - 8 points

[0 Begins= 1 - 5points

KNOWLEDGE/COMMUNICATION
Process Motif, Elements, Actionsand Principles of Dance
Relationships
4 e Provides adetailed description | e Uses correct dance termsto e All five principles of dance

of the eight dance processes:
explore, select, practice,
perfect, improvise, interpret,
imagining, and clear beginning
and ending with correct usage

clearly and thoroughly
describe the motif, explain
how floor patterns and
relationships relate to the motif
and how the elements and their

(repetition, contrast, variety,
transition and sequence) are
clearly defined in detail with
specific examples for each and
an explanation of the effect

of dance terms and a clear factors were applied to create that each had on the
explanation of how those the mood/idea for the dance. composition.
processes helped the group

compose the dance.

3 e Provides adescription of most | e Uses correct dance termswhen | e Most of the principles of dance
(at least six) of the dance describing the motif and (4) emphasized in this
processes with correct usage of explaining how floor patterns composition were defined in
danceterms and a clear and relationships relate to the dance terms with specific
explanation of how those motif, explains how most of examples of the effect they had
processes helped the group the elements and their factors on the composition.
compose the dance. were applied to create the

mood/idea for the dance.

2 e Provides adescription of at e Describes the motif and e Some of the principles of
least two of the dance processes | explains how floor patternsand | dance (2 - 3) emphasized in this
and a satisfactory explanation of | relationships relate to the motif, | composition were describe with
how those processes helped the | explains how some of the correct but brief explanations of
group compose the dance. elements and their factorswere | the effect they had on the

applied to create the mood/idea | composition.
for the dance.

1 e Provides adescription of at e Tellswhat the motif is e A principle of dance
|east one of the dance supposed to represent. Some emphasized in this
processes and a brief of the elements, actions, composition was described.
explanation of how those relationships and components The effect it had on the
process(es) helped the group are mentioned without composition was partially
compose the dance. explanation of how there were correct.

used to establish the motif.
0 e Missing and/or incorrect e Missing and/or incorrect ¢ Missing and/or incorrect
Score
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DANCE COMPOSITION

Resour ce Sheet

Prior to Assessment

8.
9.

10.

11.

Demonstrate, review and/or introduce the processes used to create a dance composition. Each student will

receive a study sheet that provides descriptions and examples of those processes. (See attached study sheet.)

After discussion of the concepts, the students will create a short dance study using the information gained

through the lecture and by referring to the processes listed and defined on the study sheet. (See attached study

sheet.)

The dance study will not be assessed. It is assigned for the purpose of providing opportunity to apply concepts

learned through the discussions and demonstrations.

When the students are ready, assign the following task:

e Break into groups of four.

e  Studentswill draw, on paper, a series of pathways that require changing relationships among the dancers as
they meet and part along those pathways.

e Pathways can be straight, curved, or angular.

Two or three kinds of lines (pathways) and relationships should be combined to allow for greater variety.

* Students are not allowed to use this exact pattern.

Students will determine the mood/motif for meeting and parting that their pathways and rel ationships suggest.

They might follow one line/pathway when meeting and another when parting. They might meet in a happy

mood and part in anger.

e A straight pathway could communicate happiness or anger.

e A curved pathway could communicate a shy or nervous state.

e Anangular pathway could communicate nervousness or fear.

e When planning the dance, students will use the study sheet to be sure they are following and applying the
processes and principles necessary for creating a dance.

Theidea/motif will define the actions (body and body part) and qualities (time, force and flow) of movement.

Students will select movements that reflect the mood suggested by the floor pattern and the relationships chosen

by their group.

The dance should consist of 16 measures (8 beats to ameasure). The complete dance must be repeated three

times.

Students will apply the processes and principles that are listed on their study sheet (see attached).
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DANCE COMPOSITION

Study Sheet of Dance Terms and Definitions

e Elementsand their factors/parts:

OO0O0OO0O0

e motif
o
o

Space: direction. level, pathway, size of movement, focus

Time: sudden/quick, sustained/slow

Force: firm/strong, fine/light

Flow: bound/stoppable, free/on-going

When changes in these elements are applied to movement they produce expressive qualities,
rhythmic patterning, and/or style in dance.

atheme or design that is capable of being developed
communicates an idea, a pattern for adance

e principlesof dance:

(o}
(o}

o
o
(o}

Repetition: recurring steps, patterns or themese

Contrast: introduction of atheme or pattern opposite or different in nature from the original, yet
related to it (fast movement against slow)

Variety: differing and altered movement within a composition

Transition: the method used for connecting steps or sections of a dance composition (the bridge)
Sequence: the logical placement of the parts of a dance so that they follow in connected order

e processes applied when composing

OO0O0OO0Oo

(el eolNe]

Explore avariety of possihilitiesto perform

Select from those possibilities the best way to perform

Practice, repeating the movements devel oping movement memory

Perfect, to become satisfied with what has been produced

Improvise, to experiment with movement, the composer already knows the motif, trying to change
imagined movement images into real movement expression

Interpreting, determining the meaning, ideas in atheme/motif

Imagining/visualizing, creating mental imagesin response to a theme/motif/stimulus
Development of aclear beginning and ending to all compositions

e relationshipsdancerscan createwith other thingsor people

(0]

(0]

Alone, partners, groups. copying, mirroring, leading, following, unison, canon, meeting/parting,
guestion/answer

Spatial relationships. over, under, beside, around, facing the same direction, one in front of the
other

e shapesand actionsthe body can perform

(0]

(0]

Shapes: stretched, curled, angular, twisted, symmetrical, asymmetrical, individuals, partners,
groups

Actions: stepping in various ways, jumping in various ways, opening/closing, rising/sinking,
turning, swinging, collapsing, pushing/pulling, traveling, gesturing
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NAME DATE

DANCE COMPOSITION

Student Task Sheet

1. Describe the step-by-step processes used when composing dances and explain how those
processes helped your group compose your dance.

2. Describe the motif for your dance and explain how the floor patterns and relationships used
in your dance are related to the motif.

3. Name all of the elements and explain how the factors (parts) related to those elements were
applied to create the mood/idea for your dance.

4. Name the possibilities that you studied for shapes and body actions.

5. Name the possibilities that you studied for relationships

6. Define the principles of dance that you studied for this project and give specific examples of
their effect on the mood/idea being conveyed in your dance.
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DANCE COMPOSITION
"Meets"

Student Task Sheet
Your assignment is to describe and/or explain the following as related to your group dance:

1. Explain the step-by- step processes you applied when creating your dance and how those processes helped you

compose the dance. |
Ul voere Givepe severne Poses ord Hys helped us +o explore

wrhat jesncl of dante we wanted. When we FrﬂEH':'ed‘ everythrg
LLLE, Ef‘f}{-*'ﬂﬂ{ 0 it wos U*Sf{"' o rermeait ey 'E*ptr'-ﬁecf +NL.
Nt ber Leal. spent ﬂﬁ?ﬂr’l&f Eour hours gownqg Wrujh 4he dlance
;’Hr.‘- l!:n:} al;gp Ewrg%ﬂ"'i LIE. ;:}mr{_,ng’nph{d LAJAs p'mprwif_u‘.'li
Ohen +he Music wans one wWe yurt id winad ever” Came o us :
The idea For e plarce came fron +he song htle ,musical Chotrs,
e got many of our visuats front Hhe Game musical chenis,

2. Clearly describe the motif, elements, actions, and relationships that were applied in your dance and tell how and
why they occurred in the dance

The modif of e darke was games +at yourg chitldren play |
we usecl Lpace viary we [ F, we hael Faﬁ“‘“ﬂﬂﬁ around the chairs,
As 4he goime starded e witre geuclk ahel happy antl as w
lost +he game our movements were slow and sad. when we
Plaged tug-o-war we used force. e hadk many reatationShips
n 4;-1,:; dAarve , W e alone, Lt e POrdiners | in Qrowgs, owd.
N iSO, -:?U_-"" spo-hal rﬁ.ﬂlﬂ%ﬂ'ﬁlpﬁ AL F e -H-W‘EIU'\_B:I”TDL-':'-' e
dance. Somthmes wa woere besiclguncler,over orin frond of each tthar

3. A definition and explanation of the principles of dance, how and why they occurred in the dance, their effect on
A the principies of dance ver® in cluckd [ our picce.

There woas some repi hior. Arone the begining +o $he encl

of the number:  Thuare yuere alse MONY verieties within, the
Prece, Some Mnwes |+ was slow | pter imes - wos Last aael

Yp bﬁﬂ"h A} s woe doyred wirfit goti. ather oaungl e apor,
our +ransitions normally Feol place When +ne nueje change.
20 41ty then bt v spoothly. -7, conneet HRe clifberant parts
oF +he cances wie used oUr 109 of pow He GoMme musical

Cha({re poor lgecl,
Your paper will be collected at the end of the class period.


DHELLWIG
"Meets"


"Exceeds" (page 1)
When creating interval number one the first thing I thought about was the story

line of our production. The two dancers had just met, fallen in love, and traveled through
the 1920°s within approximately fifteen minutes. Naturally, the steps would have to
accommodate two people dancing together and the fact that they had just met and weren't
used to each other yet. Including steps from the era they were leaving was important so
the audience would understand that they had traveled through it and were now leaving it.
My next concern was the length of the interval. For our production the intervals couldn’t
be longer than one minute and thirty seconds, so the steps had to grab the attention of the
audience quickly, real them in and make a fantastic finish. Something that assisted me
with the length and the attention grabbing part of the dance was the music. Choosing a
song from the era that could be manipulated to align with the story was one the most
important parts in the creation of the dance. As soon as all of this was set | was ready to

create.

The motif of the dance was as stated above. The two dancers needed to
communicate that they had just traveled through a 1920’s bar, had just met, and weren't
used to each other yet. The relationship between Erin and Aaron was affected by the
motif. Because they didn’t know one another well their partnering turns and lifts looked
clumsy and out of syne. Space, time, force, and flow, the elements of dance, were also
affected by the relationship created by Erin and Aaron. When Erin gets angry because
they are out of sync she walks away or flails with frustration. Walking away changes the
spacing in the dance. Her sudden movements affect time and force within the dance and
interrupt the flow of the music and the choreography. After Erin has these emotional
outbursts Aaron is then forced to follow her change of space, time, force and adapt to her

flow.
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Reﬂgfﬁfﬁﬁf"ég%f’eetfrz transition, and sequence are the four principles of dance.
Repetition or the recurring steps, patterns, or themes are used in the dance many times,
especially when the music repeats, Certain types of walks, turns and positions are
repeated to take up time in the music and to make it easier to choreograph. Variety is
what the choreographer puts in between the repetition. It also makes it interesting for the
audience to watch. During the dance several of the same movements are done one right
after the other (repetition) yet there were lots of different steps that were combined
(variety) to make the dance interesting. Transition is what connects the variety of
movements. These are often the most important parts of the dance because it makes it
look clean and can create suspense. For example, the transition from the waltz turns to
the finger tunlis was slow and drawn out so the audience would wonder what was going to
happen next..Sequtnce is the logical placement of the steps within the dance. In this
dance the sequence was not hard to figure out because it was all based off of the natural
reactions that the dancers had to each other given the story line. A dancing piece cannot

be created without any of these things.
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	DANCE COMPOSITION
	Performance Standard Da25A26A26B.I (dance)
	Explain how processes and principles are applied to a group dance accordingly:
	Knowledge: Understand and know how to apply the following dance terms and definitions: shapes and actions the body can perform, elements, relationships that the body can make with other things or people, motif, principles of dance, and processes applied
	Communication: Explain the step-by-step processes applied when creating the dance and how those processes help the group compose the dance.  Describe the motif, elements, actions, and relationships that were applied in the group dance and tell how and wh
	Procedures

	In order to understand the sensory elements, organizational principles and expressive qualities of the arts (25A), understand processes, traditional tools and modern technologies used in the arts (26A), and apply skills and knowledge necessary to cre
	Discuss how elements, principles and expressive qualities are combined to produce aesthetic qualities in a dance composition.
	Record processes of composition through journal keeping or other written forms.
	Explain processes used to create a dance composition.
	Note:  Have students complete the activities on the "Dance Composition" resource sheet and become familiar with the terminology on the "Dance Composition" study sheet.   It will take about six class periods for the students to become familiar with the pr
	Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work.
	This assignment is to be choreographed and performed without accompaniment (The speed, force, and flow of the movement will create the rhythm of the dance.) and before a video camera.  Each group should have an identifying number that will be displayed
	Each group will perform their before the  video camera.  The videotaping of the dances will help when assessing the written assignment.
	After all dances have been videotaped, provide each student with a copy of the "Dance Composition" task sheet and rubric.  Students will create their written response during the following class period and without use of the study sheets.
	Evaluate the student’s written performance using 
	Knowledge: Correct understanding and application of the dance terms was demonstrated in the written communication dimension of this assessment.
	Communication: The description and explanation of process, motif, principles, actions and relationships was well detailed and complete.
	Examples of Student Work
	Meets
	Exceeds
	Time Requirements
	Two class periods: one to perform completed composition before the camera and class and a second for the written assessment
	Resources
	Video camera and tripod
	Space for dancing when creating and performing
	Cones to mark the area for dancing
	Copies of the “Dance Composition” resource sheet,
	Dance Composition Rubric
	NAME DATE
	DANCE COMPOSITION RUBRIC
	(  Exceeds = 11 - 12 points
	(  Meets = 9 - 10 points
	(  Approaches =6 - 8 points
	(  Begins =1 - 5points
	KNOWLEDGE/COMMUNICATION
	Process
	Motif, Elements, Actions and Relationships
	Principles of Dance
	4
	Provides a detailed description of the eight dance processes:  explore, select, practice, perfect, improvise, interpret, imagining, and clear beginning and ending with correct usage of dance terms and a clear explanation of how those processes helped the
	Uses correct dance terms to clearly and thoroughly describe the motif, explain how floor patterns and relationships relate to the motif and how the elements and their factors were applied to create the mood/idea for the dance.
	All five principles of dance (repetition, contrast, variety, transition and sequence) are clearly defined in detail with specific examples for each and an explanation of the effect that each had on the composition.
	3
	Provides a description of most (at least six) of the dance processes with correct usage of dance terms and a clear explanation of how those processes helped the group compose the dance.
	Uses correct dance terms when describing the motif and explaining how floor patterns and relationships relate to the motif, explains how most of the elements and their factors were applied to create the mood/idea for the dance.
	Most of the principles of dance (4) emphasized in this composition were defined in dance terms with specific examples of the effect they had on the composition.
	2
	Provides a description of at least two of the dance processes and a satisfactory explanation of how those processes helped the group compose the dance.
	Describes the motif and explains how floor patterns and relationships relate to the motif, explains how some of the elements and their factors were applied to create the mood/idea for the dance.
	Some of the principles of dance (2 - 3) emphasized in this composition were describe with correct but brief explanations of the effect they had on the composition.
	1
	Provides a description of at least one of the dance processes and a brief explanation of how those process(es) helped the group compose the dance.
	Tells what the motif is supposed to represent.  Some of the elements, actions, relationships and components are mentioned without explanation of how there were used to establish the motif.
	A principle of dance emphasized in this composition was described.  The effect it had on the composition was partially correct.
	0
	Missing and/or incorrect
	Missing and/or incorrect
	Missing and/or incorrect
	Score
	DANCE COMPOSITION
	Resource Sheet
	Prior to Assessment
	Demonstrate, review and/or introduce the processes used to create a dance composition.  Each student will receive a study sheet that provides descriptions and examples of those processes.  (See attached study sheet.)
	After discussion of the concepts, the students will create a short dance study using the information gained through the lecture and by referring to the processes listed and defined on the study sheet.  (See attached study sheet.)
	The dance study will not be assessed.  It is assigned for the purpose of providing opportunity to apply concepts learned through the discussions and demonstrations.
	When the students are ready, assign the following task:
	Break into groups of four.
	Students will draw, on paper, a series of pathways that require changing relationships among the dancers as they meet and part along those pathways.
	Pathways can be straight, curved, or angular.
	Two or three kinds of lines (pathways) and relationships should be combined to allow for greater variety.
	*  Students are not allowed to use this exact pattern.
	Students will determine the mood/motif for meeting and parting that their pathways and relationships suggest.
	They might follow one line/pathway when meeting and another when parting.  They might meet in a happy mood and part in anger.
	A straight pathway could communicate happiness or anger.
	A curved pathway could communicate a shy or nervous state.
	An angular pathway could communicate nervousness or fear.
	When planning the dance, students will use the study sheet to be sure they are following and applying the processes and principles necessary for creating a dance.
	The idea/motif will define the actions (body and body part) and qualities (time, force and flow) of movement.
	Students will select movements that reflect the mood suggested by the floor pattern and the relationships chosen by their group.
	The dance should consist of 16 measures (8 beats to a measure).  The complete dance must be repeated three times.
	Students will apply the processes and principles that are listed on their study sheet (see attached).
	DANCE COMPOSITION
	Study Sheet of Dance Terms and Definitions
	Elements and their factors/parts:
	Space: direction. level, pathway, size of movement, focus
	Time: sudden/quick, sustained/slow
	Force: firm/strong, fine/light
	Flow: bound/stoppable, free/on-going
	When changes in these elements are applied to movement they produce expressive qualities, rhythmic patterning, and/or style in dance.
	motif
	a theme or design that is capable of being developed
	communicates an idea, a pattern for a dance
	principles of dance:
	Repetition: recurring steps, patterns or themese
	Contrast: introduction of a theme or pattern opposite or different in nature from the original, yet related to it (fast movement against slow)
	Variety: differing and altered movement within a composition
	Transition: the method used for connecting steps or sections of a dance composition (the bridge)
	Sequence: the logical placement of the parts of a dance so that they follow in connected order
	processes applied when composing
	Explore a variety of possibilities to perform
	Select from those possibilities the best way to perform
	Practice, repeating the movements developing movement memory
	Perfect, to become satisfied with what has been produced
	Improvise, to experiment with movement, the composer already knows the motif, trying to change imagined movement images into real movement expression
	Interpreting, determining the meaning, ideas in a theme/motif
	Imagining/visualizing, creating mental images in response to a theme/motif/stimulus
	Development of a clear beginning and ending to all compositions
	relationships dancers can create with other things or people
	Alone, partners, groups: copying, mirroring, leading, following, unison, canon, meeting/parting, question/answer
	Spatial relationships: over, under, beside, around, facing the same direction, one in front of the other
	shapes and actions the body can perform
	Shapes: stretched, curled, angular, twisted, symmetrical, asymmetrical, individuals, partners, groups
	Actions: stepping in various ways, jumping in various ways, opening/closing, rising/sinking, turning, swinging, collapsing, pushing/pulling, traveling, gesturing
	NAME DATE
	DANCE COMPOSITION
	Student Task Sheet
	Describe the step-by-step processes used when composing dances and explain how those processes helped your group compose your dance.
	Describe the motif for your dance and explain how the floor patterns and relationships used in your dance are related to the motif.
	Name all of the elements and explain how the factors (parts) related to those elements were applied to create the mood/idea for your dance.
	Name the possibilities that you studied for shapes and body actions.
	Name the possibilities that you studied for relationships
	Define the principles of dance that you studied for this project and give specific examples of their effect on the mood/idea being conveyed in your dance.



