
ECONOMIC GROWTH FACTORS 
 

Performance Standard 15A.J 
 
Identify in newspaper articles examples of investments that can contribute to real economic growth accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Define “real economic growth;” identify one or more examples of factors that contribute to real 

economic growth, including at least one investment each in human capital, physical capital, and technology. 
• Reasoning: Explain how investments in human capital, physical capital and technological change can result in 

real economic growth. 
• Communication: Underline in at least three newspaper articles text factors contributing to real economic 

growth; provide a written explanation for the factors in each article that is well-focused, well-organized and 
well-detailed; express all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 

 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand economic systems, with an emphasis on the United States (15A), students should 

experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skill: 
• Explain the concept of real economic growth. 
• Identify the factors contributing to real economic growth in a nation (e.g., investments in human/physical 

capital, research and development, technological change). 
• Explain how the factors can contribute to real economic growth.  

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Ask students to identify and explain factors contributing to real economic growth as follows: 

• Cut out at least three articles that represent examples real economic growth.  The examples must include at 
least one investment in each of the following: human capital, physical capital, and technological change.  
(Students may include other examples that are included in their own definition.) 

• Attach each article to the left side of one or more 8 ½” x 11’ sheets of paper.  Underline all parts of each 
article that clearly describe the factors that contribute to real economic growth. 

• On the right side of the paper, write an explanation.  First, characterize each example of real economic 
growth as an investment in human capital, physical capital, or technological change.  Be sure to relate each 
example to your own understanding of real economic growth.  Next, write a complete explanation of how 
the factors described in the article result in or can result in to real economic growth.  The explanation must 
demonstrate understanding of the type of example selected, the concept of real economic growth, and use 
appropriate terminology correctly. 

4. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge:  The understanding of “real economic growth” was complete, accurate and documented; the 

identification of human-capital, physical-capital, and technology factors that contribute to real economic 
growth was complete and correct. 

• Reasoning: The explanation of how investments in human capital, physical capital and technology can 
result in real economic growth was thorough and well-reasoned. 

• Communication: The written explanation was well-focused, well-organized, and well-detailed; the 
knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• One class period 

Resources 
• Large quantity of newspapers that include a 

business section or emphasize economic activity 
• Sources for definitions and explanations of 

economic terminology 
• Social Science Rubric 
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