
WORLD OIL RESERVES AND TRADE ROUTES 
 

Performance Standard (17B/17C).J 
 
List the major oil-producing and oil-consuming regions of the world and write an essay on how oil trade can lead to 
cooperation and conflict among nations of the world accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Identify the major oil-producing and oil-consuming regions of the world; identify examples of 

international issues and problems associated with international oil trade. 
• Reasoning: Explain how location, distribution, and trade of oil can lead to cooperation and conflict among 

nations of the world. 
• Communication: Create a list and write an essay that is well-focused, well-organized and well-detailed; express 

all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to analyze and explain characteristics and interactions of Earth’s physical systems (17B) and 

understand relationships between geographic factors and society (17C), students should experience sufficient 
learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Analyze the global distribution of natural resources to determine the relationship of resource availability to 

international problems and issues. 
• Explain how the uneven distribution of resources can result in global cooperation and conflict among 

nations in an increasingly interdependent world. 
Note:  Have students acquire knowledge of the location and movement of major world resources among 
nations. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Ask each student to make two lists: one of the major oil-producing regions and another of the major oil-

consuming nations.  Students should list Southwest Asia (Middle East), the United States and Mexico, the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (former Soviet Union), and Venezuela as major producers.  Major 
consumers should include the United States, Europe, and Japan. 

4. Ask each student to write about two examples of international issues or problems that relate to the distribution 
and trade of oil. 

5. Ask each student to write an essay explaining how the location, distribution, and trade of oil can lead to 
cooperation and conflict among nations of the world. 

6. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge: The list of major oil-producing and oil-consuming nations was complete and correct, the 

description of two examples of international issues or problems was complete and correct. 
• Reasoning: The explanation of how oil trade can lead to cooperation and conflict was thorough and 

accurate. 
• Communication: The lists and the essay were well-focused, well-organized, and well-detailed; the 

knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources Examples of Student Work follow 
 •  World Oil Reserves and Trade Routes Maps 

 • Social Science Rubric 
  
Time Requirements 
• One class period 
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