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§ 105 ILCS 5/21-5d. Alternative route to administrative certification 
Statute text 
 
Sec. 21-5d.  Alternative route to administrative certification. The State Board of Education, in 
consultation with the State Teacher Certification Board and an advisory panel consisting of no less than 7 
administrators appointed by the State Superintendent of Education, shall establish and implement an 
alternative route to administrative certification program under which persons who meet the requirements 
of and successfully complete the program established by this Section shall be issued a standard 
administrative certificate for serving as an administrator in schools in this State. For the purposes of this 
Section only, "administrator" means a person holding any administrative position for which a standard 
administrative certificate with a general administrative endorsement, chief school business official 
endorsement, or superintendent endorsement is required, except a principal or an assistant principal. The 
State Board of Education shall approve a course of study that persons in the program must successfully 
complete in order to satisfy one criterion for issuance of a certificate under this Section. The Alternative 
Route to Administrative Certification program course of study must include the current content and skills 
contained in a university's current courses for State certification which have been approved by the State 
Board of Education, in consultation with the State Teacher Certification Board, as the requirement for 
administrative certification.   
The program established under this Section shall be known as the Alternative Route to Administrative 
Certification program. The program shall be comprised of the following 3 phases: (a) a course of study 
offered on an intensive basis in education management, governance, organization, and planning; (b) the 
person's assignment to a full-time position for one school year as an administrator; and (c) a 
comprehensive assessment of the person's performance by school officials and a recommendation to the 
State Board of Education that the person be issued a standard administrative certificate. Successful 
completion of the Alternative Route to Administrative Certification program shall be deemed to satisfy any 
other supervisory, administrative, or management experience requirements established by law.   
A provisional alternative administrative certificate, valid for one year of serving as an administrator in the 
common schools and not renewable, shall be issued under this Section 21-5d [105 ILCS 5/21-5d] to 
persons who at the time of applying for the provisional alternative administrative certificate under this 
Section:   
(1) have graduated from an accredited college or university with a master's degree in a management field 
or with a bachelor's degree and the life experience equivalent of a master's degree in a management field 
as determined by the State Board of Education;   
(2) have been employed for a period of at least 5 years in a management level position;   
(3) have successfully completed the first phase of the Alternative Route to Administrative Certification 
program as provided in this Section; and   
(4) have passed any examination required by the State Board of Education.   
A standard administrative certificate with a general administrative endorsement, chief school business 
official endorsement, or superintendent endorsement, renewable as provided in Section 21-14 [105 ILCS 
5/21-14], shall be issued under Section 21-7.1 [105 ILCS 5/21-7.1] to persons who first complete the 
requirements for the provisional alternative administrative certificate and who at the time of applying for a 
standard administrative certificate have successfully completed the second and third phases of the 
Alternative Route to Administrative Certification program as provided in this Section.   
The State Board of Education may adopt rules and regulations that are consistent with this Section and 
that the State Board deems necessary to establish and implement the program.   
History 
(Source: P.A. 90-548, § 5-915.) 
Annotations 
Effective Date. Section 990-5 of P.A. 90-548 made this section effective January 1, 1998. 
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